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An "Obsession" Put On 
Movie screening postponed by administra-
tion because of "poor planning." 
by Nathan Leckband 
"I hope Bush dies in flames," said a young girl on 
Arab television, "and I want to go to Ariel Sharon 
and kill him with a gum" Another, "I think Bush 
is a pig and I hope he dies. Thank you." Clips 
like these are shown throughout "Obsession," a 
movie described by its producers as, "The new 
documentary about Radical Islam's war against 
the West" 
The Concordia University College Republicans 
had planned to screen "Obsession" at Concordia 
on December 5. Instead, Concordia administra-
tors decided to put the screening on hold. 
According to Associate Vice President for 
Student Life Jason Rahn, the screening was put 
on hold because of, "concern from members of 
the campus community regarding film content" 
and that - early discussions, "focused primarily on 
issues of student safety." 
Concern from outside the campus community 
was expressed November 26, when Lori Saroya, a 
self-described future lawyer and pOlitical activist, sent an 
e-mail to several administrators, Student Body President 
Cameron Heiliger, and College Republicans President 
Matt Griepentrog. In the e-mail Saroya said, "The movie, 
Obsession, attempts to discuss radical Islam, but does not 
differentiate between radical Muslims and mainstream 
Muslims...The movie creates anti-Muslim bia.s and big-
otry and has produced hate crimes against Muslims." 
President Hoist responded by saying that he would 
need to see the film and decide how to proceed from 
there. 
Then, a group of Concordia administrators including 
Jason Rahn and Cheryl Chatman met with Cameron 
Heiliger and informed Heiliger that the screening of 
"Obsession" would be postponed so that the event could be 
more thoroughly planned. 
"It's unfortunate," Heiliger said "That an e-mail from 
an individual outside the Concordia community was 
given more weight than Concordia students."  
Not only did Heiliger and Griepentrog say the e-mail 
from Lori Saroya had more influence than it should 
have, they also contested the accuracy of the information 
iu Saroya's original e-maiL 
"I think their decision was made very quickly and 
based on what I know to be false information," said 
Griepentrog. "1 would have liked them to let the students 
of the university decide whether or not this movie would 
be screened." 
The "false information" that Griepentrog is referring 
to is Saroya's claim that "Obsession," "does not differenti-
ate between radical Muslims and mainstream Muslims." 
The movie contains a disclaimer at the beginning that 
the documentary is depicting radical Islam. "Obsession's" 
Web site also describes Islam as a "peaceful faith," that 
is being threatened by radical Islam.. In another e-
mail, Saroya amended her claim by saying that in the 
32 second disclaimer at the beginning of the film, the 
differentiation between radical Islam and mainstream 
Muslims was sarcastic in nature 
Regardless, the administration remained firm in their 
decision to postpone the screening. A decision that Sar-
oya, "applauded," in an e-mail to The Sword. 
MaryLynn Mennicke, President of the Concordia 
College Progressives, was also disappointed with the 
administration's decision to postpone the screening of 
"Obsession." "Avoiding confrontation rather than deal-
ing with each other and sharing our opinions is foolish 
and immature," she said. "I think that when you show 
a controversial film you need to have an open forum. 
They [the College Republicans] were more than will-
ing to have an open discussion about it" 
While Mennicke has not see Obsession, she supports 
the College Republicans screening of the film. She 
said she had faith that all viewpoints would be heard at 
the planned foriun following the film. 
"I didn't mean to cause such a ruckus with this event 
and I'm sorry that the administrators have spent so much . 
time on it," said Griepentrog. "But I think it's important 
to allow the students of this university to objectively view 
this film." 
Now, Griepentrog and the College Republicans are 
planning to have the screening of Obsession in - Jann-
ary when classes restune. This time, the screening will 
also be sponsored by UMOJA, College Progressives, and 
several other groups. 
Revamping Campus Housing 
Development stationed in Alabama. Kraus-Anderson, 	be removed. Also, the two white houses in the same area 
which is a local contractor stationed here in the Twin . will be torn down. 
New apartments will replace old dorms, 
white houses. 
by Evan Palenschat 
In an L-shaped movement the new building will curve 
around the north east side of Concordia's campus. It will 
be raised four Stories and composed of collegiate gothic 
architecture. Trees, street lamps, and a gazebo will flow 
out over the newly formed com-tyard. Fresh sod will be 
laid, and new paths will be cemented. 
Inside students will find fully furnished apartments 
complete with a kitchen, a dining room table and a 
shared living area. There will be no more than two people 
to a bathroom. Also, there will be no sharing rooms in 
this structure. 
What is it? It is Concordia's plan for new campus 
apartments! 
According to the Student Satisfaction Inventory (SSI), 
which is taken every 3 years, the Concordia Student body 
is unsatisfied with current living condition. "When I 
was a student there were four to a room in Luther" said 
President Robert Hoist, "70 percent of the students that 
come to Concordia [today] did not share a room." 
Sharing rooms is not the only problem. The SSI shows 
that students in 2005 are less satisfied with comfort, 
space, lighting and heat then students in 2002. Also, 
other private colleges in the area reported higher satis-
faction in all of these areas. 
"We have some significant differed maintenance that 
needs to be addressed," said Jason Rahn in a December 
6th question-and-answer session with CSP students. 
"Many of those halls were built in the fifties." Rahn is 
the Associate Vice President for Student Life at Concor-
dia. Also in attendance at the meeting was head architect 
Richard Marietta. Marietta works for Design Collective 
which is stationed in Baltimore. 
The company hired to oversee the project is Capstone 
Cities, has been hired for the projects construction. 
Kraus-Anderson is also currently working on the Chapel 
extension on campus and has built the last three Concor-
dia structures 
Marietta explained that the housing will be comprised 
of 4-room and 2-room apartments. The apartments will 
be about 1030 square feet which is a generous size relative 
to any of the current rooms available at Concordia. There 
will about 300 beds in the complex. They will be fully 
furnished and come complete with appliances. The two 
bed and two bath apartments would be a kind of premium 
apartment for RAs and those who wanted to pay more. 
The other amenities that the plan includes are a 
lounge/theatre area, laundry area, fitness center, eleva-
tors, a conference room, and possibly a convenience store. 
Rahn said that they were even starting to consider the ad-
dition of underground parking. This would be furnished 
with about 120 parking spaces. 
This is still under review. It would 
significantly add to the financial 
requirements which are already 
estimated at $17 million according 
to Rahn. 
The rent for the apartments 
should be very similar to what 
student pay now in the other dor-
mitories. "We will not raise tuition 
because of housing- our benefactors 
would not be happy," said Hoist 
According to Rahn, the University 
will attempt to get students to sign 
12 month leases and live on campus 
year round. 
In order to support the structure 
the Centennial, Minnesota, and 
Walther dormitories would have to 
Currently the white houses are rented out to Concordia 
students. They are considered an "off campus" residence 
while technically being on Concordia's property. Kendal 
Bruhl, a current resident of one of the houses com- 
mented, "To be honest I'm hoping that the new housing 
project will get delayed...I love living on campus in our 
house- we get the best of both worlds." 
Concordia is planning on offering the students living in 
the three dorms and two houses housing in the Concordia 
owned apartments on the south side of Marshall Avenue. 
More students can also be put in the Luther and Wollae-
ger dormitories. 
The project is tentatively being scheduled for this May 
after graduation. It will take approximately 14 months to 
complete. It will have to first be approved by a Board of 
Regions in February. According to President Hoist, 
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mong Scholar Comes To CU To Jump Start Courses 
What we have here has a lot 
o prospect" 
Amy Wolter 
., . The Hmong Studies minor that was ,4k ' 
	spr ing  i 4pproved last rm is now off to a 000e 
good start as of October 17. Concordia 
inot only approved the program, but 
g*' reed to bring in an expert in the 
geld to give students the best educa- 
on possible on the topic of Hmong •,,,,,- 
-tudies. The two courses being held 
4,0aGithis fall, and several others being 
•-- *Offered next spring are under the lead- 
ership of a man who "is considered by 
many the premiere Hmong scholar ,, 
"'Ind researcher in the world" accord- 
ing to the website for the Center for 
Hmong Studies. 
Dr. Gary Yia Lee is the Scholar-in-
Residence for Concordia's new Hmong 
Studies minor that began this year. 
He is teaching several new courses this  
school year for the new program. A 
resident of Australia for many years, 
Lee is on leave from his pOsition of 
bilingual welfare service coordinator 
in Sydney. 
"I'm doing this as a hobby really," 
he said when asked about his new 
position, "I did teach before at a 
University, I've never taught anything 
about the Hmong but I've always been 
researching the Hmong and because of 
that Lee Pao EXiong] believed I would 
have some contributions." 
Dr. Lee was educated in Australia, 
receiving a bachelor's degree in Social 
Work and a Master's in research. 
After receiving his Master's degree, 
Lee was encouraged to continue 
his education in anthropology. He 
completed his Doctorate in Social 
Anthropology and Community Devel-
opment, and also spent some time in 
Thailand doing 
4xtensive research. 
Aside from doing 
research on the 
Hmong in dif-
ferent countries, 
Dr. Lee has also 
written many 
different publica-
tions, articles, and 
even several books 
(garyyialee.com). 
Lee Pao Xiong, 
the Director of 
Concordia's Center 
for Hmong Stud-
ies, along with Dr. 
David Bredehoft, 
Chair of the Social 
and Behavioral 
Sciences Depart-
ment, led the pro-
posal of the Hmong 
Studies minor 
through the process of its getting ap-
proved to begin this fall Dr. Lee had 
always taken an interest in the Center 
for Hmong Studies, and was happy to 
help when the program got approval 
from the Board of Regents. 
"I wanted to see what I could do to 
help for the courses" Lee said. "I'm  
very happy that the program started at 
Concordia b/c it's a very small univer-
sity. There is more time to focus on 
the center. It has its advantages and 
disadvantages. What we have here is 
very unique and has a lot of prospect 
My hope is to develop the center, make 
it grow bigger, and to reach out to 
other universities in other states and 
countries. It would be good not just 
for the school but for the center." 
This semester Dr. Lee is teaching 
two courses-. HMG 101- Introduc-
tion to Hmong Studies, and HMG 
201- Hmong Culture and Society. He  
teaches the content of the classes based 
off of his own research and ideas. So 
far Lee says that the classes are going 
well, and he is working to educate stu-
dents about societies and other theo-
retical themes not just on the Hmong 
level, but on a broader level then just 
that particular 
group. His goal is 
to combine Hniong 
content with differ-
ent theories. "It's 
killing two birds 
with one stone," he 
said. 
Lee has only been 
living in Minnesota 
and teaching here at 
Concordia since mid 
October, but he has 
visited Minnesota 
many times and has 
even written a novel 
which was based 
in Minneapolis 
entitled "Dust of 
Live: A True Ban 
Vinai Love Story". 
When asked how he 
was enjoying his new 
environment so far he 
replied, "I like it very much. I feel 
very welcome." 
To learn more about Dr. Lee's work or 
to read some of his publications, visit 
his website at www.garyyialee.com. 
Dr. Gary Yia Lee in his office. 
Photo taken by Amy Wolter 
New 
Timesheet 
Guidelines 
In Effect 
Rules for submitting hours 
stricter than before. 
by Amy Wolter and Dean Erikson 
When a student is hired for 	a 
campus job, they hold a 
responsibility not only 
to their position at 
Concordia, but also 
to keep track of the 
hours they -work. 
The positions are 
posted on Bear. 
Path, the electronic 
`time clock', and it is 
here that the student 
enters and views the 
hours that they work 
in order to get paid. 
At the end of every 
two-week pay period 
the workers are to 
electronically sub-
mit their timecards 
to their supervisors 
via Bear Path. 
Recently there have • 
been some changes in the 
guidelines for timesheets. In 
the past, there wasn't a clear 
deadline as to when they had 
to be submitted. This made it difficult 
for the supervisors when they had to 
approve the timesheets because . they 
were coming in late. It also slowed 
down the process for Bryan Marek, 
Payroll Manager for Concordia. "The 
majority of student employees do enter 
their hours correctly and on time, but 
there are those that don't It's about 
80/20." 
The decision was made to make the 
deadline for timecard submission to 
Saturday by midnight Mary Arnold, 
Director of Human Resources, was the 
person responsible in making these 
changes to keep the payroll system 
running smoothly. The deadline 
for submission is at the top of the 
timesheet (on BearPath). Once the 
deadline has passed it is too late to 
submit The hours.have to be re-en-
tered on the next timesheet under 
"hours from previous pay period." 
Repeated late submission could 
result in termination from the 
position. 
The goal was to. encourage . 
students to enter thellours 
worked every day, and not to 
wait until the last minute. 
This helps them to stay on 
top of their hours, and to sub; 
mit and get paid on schedule. 
Marek did mention that 
the new system has been 
running more smoothly 
since the changes have 
been made. No one has 
beeii terminated to date. 
Arnold and Marek are 
available and more then 
happy to help anyone who 
• has questions or problems 
with the system. "If anyone 
has a problem come say something 
right away, don't wait two weeks," 
said Arnold.. The students can also 
access the Human Resources website 
at http://concordia.csp.edu/HumanRe-
sources/ to answer any questions they 
may have. 
Next Fall's 
Schedule 
Changes 
More communication re- 
quired to corridinate classes. 
by Alyssa Hemingway 
New schedule changes are being put 
into effect starting in the fall of 2007 
in order to try to minimize scheduling 
conflicts. 
Instructors need to follow different 
protocols in order to accommodate the 
new schedule. There are six proto-
cols that explain how to set up class 
schedules. 
One specification is that classes are 
encouraged to only be 50 minutes and 
offered throughout the week instead of 
having longer class periods that meet 
less during the week. 
Courses following the 50 minute 
guideline Will make classes more ef-
ficient for some professors. Thomas 
Trapp, of the theology department, 
says his courses will work . better when 
meeting for 50 minutes than with the 
two-hour blocks. 
Another change is that single sec-
tion major courses, which are major 
courses that are only offered at one 
time, are not to be' offered between the 
hours of 3 p.m. and 6 p.m., as these are 
the primary hours for athletics, music, 
theatre, and other extra-curricular 
activities. 
Many students like the idea of not 
having single section major courses be-
tween 3:00 and 6:00. Tammy Pearson, 
a sophomore theatre major says the 
new schedule will be more accom- 
modating because theatre rehears-
als are held in the afternoons. Tim 
Walsworth, a Resident Assistant in 
Walther says that there seems to be 
widespread approval of not having 
single section major courses in that 
time slot 
The proposed schedule for the 
2007/2008 school year has the chapel 
hour from 11:00-11:50. Andrew Jones, 
Campus Ministry Associate, says "Cha-
pel at 11:00 is a more opportune time 
for students to come." 
Dr. Amy Gort, chair of the biology 
department, says the science depart-
ment will benefit from the later cha-
pel time because they are able to have 
longer labs in the morning. Right 
now, they can only have two hour labs 
in the morning. 
Another change the imposedsched-
ule entails is that the morning slot 
on Wednesdays, which is normally . 
set aside for meetings, is no longer 
blocked off. Meetings Will instead be 
held Friday afternoons. The con- , 
°vocation time Will be changed from 
its current time at 10:10 to 12:06 on 
Wednesdays. 
Robert Krueger, chair of the math 
department, is happy with the new 
schedule changes. "I will beable 
work closely with the Science De-  • 	• 
partinents to Coordinate math classes 
which complement science courses and 
avoid conflicts with scieuce labs." 
But other iirofessors fear more con-
flicts will occur with the newSehedule 
changes. 	. 
"We're moving our major music 
ensembles and theatre rehearsals into 
the 3-6 time block. This will create 
some overlap/conflicts between the 
groups that didn't exist in the previous 
schedule," says David Mennicke, chair 
of the Music department "The new 
schedule demands more interdepart-
mental and intercollege coordination 
of scheduling." 
3 
Fantasticks: Not Your Average Love Story 
grow again," as well as some relevant 
quotations like, "And at night what 
once seemed scenic may seem cynic by 
today." 
Chem to all that were involved in 
The Fantasticks! 
APARTMENT continued from page 1 
however, the final decision will rest 
with the Board of Higher Education 
which oversees all the Concordias in 
the country. 
"It will be.a conservative decision," 
said the President in an interview on 
December 6th. "They will look at fis-
cal responsibility." 
One of the big issues seems to be 
keeping students on-campus through-
out their college careers. "We are • 
making something for students to look 
forward to," said Rahn. Rahn said 
that more and more upper classmen 
are moving off campus. The President 
commented, "You like your juniors 
and seniors to be leaders: keep them 
on campus."  
Many of the students around campus 
say that they like the new campus 
housing idea. Christopher Kennedy, a 
junior Kinesiology major, comin' ented, 
"I wish I was younger so that I could 
be here when these new apartments 
were available." Renato Often, also 
a junior at Concordia said, "If these 
apartments would have been available 
when I was a freshmen or sophomore 
I may have considered living on 
campus. "  
Vice President of Operations Dr. 
Erie LaMotte said that competitors 
and Concordias all over the country 
are building new facilities and they 
aren't having problems filling them. 
If the Board of Regions does not ap-
prove the project in February Concor-
dia will have to resort to other plans. 
President Hoist said, 'The deferred 
maintenance is still significant and 
would come to almost two million 
dollars." 
Whatever happens, it seems that 
Concordia and its students are in for 
some big changes. 
Senior artist works on his 
upcoming Exhibition. 
by Hannah Dorow 
Another young starter joins the 
line-up of Senior Exhibitions this 
January. Landon Anderson came to 
Concordia as a PSEO student (post 
secondary education option— receiving 
college credits while in high school) 
in the school year of 2004. Anderson 
was advised by a friend to enroll at 
Concordia and to make sure to take 
a class with Art Department Chair 
Keith Williams. Anderson enrolled in 
a photography class, his original area 
of study and in a ceramics class so he 
could get acquainted with this Profes-
sor Williams that he heard so much 
about. Little did he know he was com-
ing upon a life changing experience. 
Anderson grew up in Hastings, 1N/IN 
and attended Hastings High School. 
He made the commute of about twenty 
five minutes everyday from his high 
school courses in the morning to be at 
Concordia for his afternoon courses. 
Anderson received 16 credits through 
the PSEO program, all from Concor-
dia and a Literature class taken at the 
University of Minnesota. "It was nice 
to get a tester year to become part of 
the art community at Concordia.," said 
Anderson about his PSEO experience. 
Just last week many of you walked 
by the Art Club's Annual Holiday 
Sale in the tunnel, passing by the 
paintings, prints and loads of pot-
tery. Being a frequent worker of the 
sale, I was spoken to about Landon's 
work multiple times. Many professors 
Front image on Landon's postcard. 
image courtesy of Landon Anderson 
and stu- 
dents proudly exclaimed that they 
themselves own many ceramic pieces 
by Landon Anderson and that the 
temptation to buy more was almost 
irresistible. 
So, many of you may not know this, 
I didn't even know this, that Mr. Pot-
tery himself had never taken a ceram-
ics class before coming to Concordia. 
"I never thought I would be studying 
art, but ceramics appealed to me on 
a higher level than anything before," 
said Anderson, "not only as a medium, 
but as a lifestyle in itself". 
Anderson is one of very few ceramic 
focused art students on campus, espe-
cially in the senior class. Coinciding 
with that he is one of few— maybe the 
only one actually— students carrying  
around a head full of dreads. 
Now, although Anderson 
has only been in the ceramic 
world for a few years this  
upcoming exhibition will be about the 
tenth time that he has exhibited his 
work outside of the studio. Participat-
ing in shows with professors and on 
his own locally and beyond Minne-
sota. 
When it comes to his work Ander-
son has different ways of approaching 
the lumps of clay. "For the most part, 
I believe that the work is smarter than 
I," said Anderson. He draws connec-
tions between the natural world and 
the content that he is trying to portray 
using clay. 
His thoughts going into a piece are 
clear headed and he tries to bring na-
ture into it "I am creating something 
out of earth which cannot be changed 
Long-running musical comes 
to the Black Box Theatre. 
by Rachel Kulude 
The drama department's production 
of The Fantasticks, directed by Dr. 
Michael Charron,.proved to be a truly 
unique theatrical experience. 
Held in the Black Box, the show 
was, as Charron described, a "play 
within a play." The audience entered 
an empty theatre save an easel with 
the show's title. "What could it all 
mean?" the audience stirred, check-
ing and rechecking their programs. 
A rather distraught stage manager, 
Tim Sailer, paced the room, phone 
to his ear muttering about pizza, car 
trouble, and timeliness. "They're here!" 
called Bethany Wilcke, a stage hand. 
Then, much to the audience member's 
dismay, in rolled a gigantic, purple, 
rather obscene looking conversion van! 
The cast, you see, while playing char-
acters in the show were also pretend-
ing to be actors in a touring theatre 
troupe! Pianist Alex Heetland was 
called at to begin the Overture, and 
thus began the Fantasticks experience! 
The Fantasticks is a Romeo and 
Juliet type of play...seemingly. Three 
characters are introduced: a boy, a 
girl. and a wall, and from the three, a 
forbidden love. The audience is imme-
diately charmed by the young lovers, 
played by freshmen Kyleen Finnegan 
and Andy Dawkins, and also the dark 
and devilishly handsome narrator and 
bandit played by Dan Aubin. Soon 
the feuding fathers, keenly played by 
Josh Huber and Jameson Baxter, are 
introduced along with a twist that 
takes the whole Romeo and Juliet 
the and. makes it uniquely Fantastick! 
Certain aspects of the play left some-
thing to be desired. Some of the vocal • 
pieces strained some of the performer's 
ranges. Much of the dialogue is . 
written in verse and to be delivered 
effectually requires color, warmth, 
and expression and several times the 
dialogue did not reach its full poten; 
tiaL One performance I particularly 
enjoyed, however, was that of Dan Au-
bin, whose likeability as the character 
El Gallo, a bandit and the narrator 
of the play, is key to the story. If the 
audience didn't empathize with El 
Gallo, the play wouldn't' work. In my 
opinion, Aubin nailed it Elizabeth 
Ehlinz was also great as the all-know-
ing mime, and Michael Rockenbrodt 
and Kait Craig were a great team as 
Henry and Mortimer, El Gallo's ac-
complices. The duo was hilarious and 
so well casted, I couldn't image anyone 
else playing those characters as well. 
I cannot begin to describe all the 
complexities and genius of The 
Fantasticks script and score or begin 
to celebrate Charron's interpretation. 
Freshman Greta Schultz observed, "I 
thoroughly enjoyed this production 
because there are so many aspects that 
any and everybody can take away from 
it that can affect their life." Junior 
Rebekah Henrickson found the play 
to be very profound. She offered, ' 511he 
first time I saw the play, it made me 
so sad. I know I'm idealistic, and it 
just saddened me to think of my own 
life and my own ideals and think 
about having a fantasy taken away 
from me. It's so real." The play is 
full of so many lessons, for example, 
"We must all die a bit before we can 
Art Student Finds His Wa 
Antigone 
March 16-18, 2007 
For more information check 
out http://www.csp.edu/the- 
atre/2006_-__2007_Season.html 
or www.ticketworks.com  
back," he explained, -Processes can be 
anywhere from the very primitive to 
the very refined, something which I ilziessE4 
found I could not easily do with oche 
media." 
Anderson feels that Concordia has 
given him a new direction in life, a 
new outlook. Just like a lot of us, An 
derson enjoys the small class sizes and 
24 hour access to the studios- a luxury 
many art students couldn't do withou 
and the "incredibly knowledgeable 
professors." 
"The small, liberal arts setting is 
enjoyable and the classes retain the 
momentum— I am surrounded by 
a group of incredible artists," said 
Anderson. 
Anderson's activities on campus 
definitely stretch out of the studio. He 
has been an active participant in Art 
Club, holding the co-vice president 
position at one point He is also a 
gallery assistant, volunteers teaching 
ceramics at after school programs and 
demonstrated and led firing lessons at 
his high school. Before Landon fell 
in love with clay he was spending as 
much time as possible with his "first 
true love" his bike. He has been riding 
and competing for over eleven years 
working on jumping as high as he can 
and riding as fast as he can. 
Anderson sped his way into ce- 
ramics, without knowing it really, 
and now even faster his show came, 
Interruptions, on January 25th until 
February 8th. The opening was on 
ThUrsday, January 25th from 5-7 pan. 
in the H. Williams Teaching Gallery 
in Art Department Building. 
Learning 
something 
new about the 
wars in Laos. 
SUBHEAD 
 
by Steven Namanny 
Courtesy of co ncordia.csp.edu 
4 
The Secret War 
Wednesday, November 15, I went 
to Paul Hillmer's convocation on the 
Secret War in Laos. The afternoon of 
Thursday, November 16, I went to the 
Hmong Center and listened to Lee Pao 
Xiong speak about Hmong culture 
and the same war. That evening 
CltI ventured to the Pearson Theatre witness Roger Warner's preview 
reening of his Secret War docUmen-
tary. Within these two days, the war 
Laos was no longer a secret to me. 
During the movie preview, I had the 
ensure of listening to and meeting a 
rap band named Delicious Venom. 
Delicious Venom is a local band 
from St Paul, Minnesota. Many of 
eir concerts take place in bars along 
niversity Avenue in Frog Town. 
Tou Saiko, a member of Delicious 
Venom, 
expressed in 
an inter-
view the 
metaphor 
of their 
group 
name. 
The 
metaphor 
is this: 
the words 
they sing 
and put 
into the 
commu-
nity are 
Photo by Philip Blenkinsop 	
or delicious 
a positive 
injection of 
truth. 
During the Vietnam War, the Among 
rebels. were the CIA's enlisted secret 
army used to fight against the North 
Vietnamese and help recover downed 
U.S. paratroopers. When the United 
States retreated in 1973, the Hmong 
were abandoned and left with no way 
to defend themselves. 
Many Hmong were able to flee and 
become refugees in other countries. 
Others, who were unable to escape,  
fled into the mountains and 
jungles and have been hunt-
ed, murdered, and tortured 
for the past thirty years. 
In their poetic song, '30 
Year Secret,' Delicious 
Venom uses words that are 
emotionally and politically 
driven to paint a picture 
of the horrific situation in 
Laos, "Thirty years of war 
persecuted and scorned, 
behind enemy lines a small 
child is born. What will he 
live for? Fighting for the 
rest of his life..." 
The fear of the llinong 
people's extinction in Laos 
has become very real to me. I have 
come to find that my words are not 
sufficient to express the pain and sor-
row of the Hmong in Laos. 
By sharing a few of Delicious 
Venom's lyrics, I have chosen to be a 
messenger of what they have to say 
and that is; the Hmong in Laos have 
been facing inhumane acts against 
them for many years and if it does not 
stop soon, they will surely die. 
Delicious Venom 
"They only fight back for survival 
masons, and they wish to the sky for 
the world to keep breathing..." 
"Their blood spills all over the rice 
fields for real, a tragic TIVISS41 ,Prre Of 
tearS and emotions. That can flood 
the Mekong Myer to be an ocean. Our 
people pare suffering and ti Me is run-
ning out 
• 
"Laotian 	genocide, human 
rights of violation clock is running 
down to total annihilation. Lift a 
finger now stop procrastinating save a 
child save a, mother, throw your clock 
and switch away the time is now Stop 
seltnthing for time the time is running 
out, stop searching for time the time 
is now." 
"Memories oppress-ed mother's fetuses 
die; hold. your chin high let the wind 
dry your eyes." 
• 
"Do the math with me, subtract moral-
ity add fatality divide broken pride 
equals America lied. Tears blur our 
ViSi011 SO we listen to the violence she 
could be the silence or the sirens." 
• 
"Fathers in their grave nobody left to 
fill their shoes." 
"Wake up to gun shots, silence is just 
a dream. "  
• 
"Don't let otu- people die, save our 
people, save our people, listen to their 
cries voices of sorrow." 
Photo by Philip Blenkinsop 
Letter From President Bob Hoist... 
"Fear non" chimes like a bell in the 
"stmas story while fear lurks in 
the shadows of reality for many of 
as the 2006 fall semester lurches 
toward its end. If not fear, at least 
anxiety from the pressure of deadlines 
comes like an icy wind blowing over 
frozen ground. In fact scholars have 
described college life as a time when 
hope and fear collide. For me, as a 
Christian, my Christmas traditions 
help me face fear or anxiety. In the 
story about the birth of Jesus, as told 
in the Gospel of Luke, the call, "Fear 
not!" goes out to Zechariah, Mary and 
some shepherds. I consider that not 
merely a history lesson but personal 
address. Recognizing that some fear is 
good in helping us avoid danger, other 
fears can paralyze and prevent action. 
Fear of failing at the beginning of a 
semester can motivate discipline and 
creative planning. Fear near the end 
of a semester can enchant like a Greek 
siren enticing procrastination or sur-
render. 
Recently Time's cover story was 
"WHY WE WORRY 
ABOUT 'ME WRONG 
THINGS: The Psychol-
ogy of Risk." The essay 
points out that . many 
people fear flying while 
few fear riding in a car. 
Misplaced fear? Time 
reports that 44,757 people 
died in auto accidents in 
the year cited while only , 
22 died in commercial 
airline accidentS. Time 
observes that Many 
people fear bird flu and 
mad cow disease. Yet 
no human being in the USA died 
from either in the year cited while 
13,658 died of HIV and 12,360 died 
from alcoholic liver disease. Two died 
of snakebite but 332 drown in their 
own bathtub! "What do we fear?" and 
What should we fear?" are good ques-
tions. 
When I face 
procrastinating or 
paralyzing fear over 
responsibilities with 
deadlines, I try to do 
two things. First, 
recognize that I fear 
something and try to 
determine precisely 
what and why I fear. 
Is my fear reasonable 
or irrational? Sec-
ond, seek the strength 
to address that fear. 
Panic over a looming 
deadline can motivate prompt, strong,  
positive -action! For me, part of the 
strength seems to be psychologically 
motivated: my mind hears my parents 
whispering, "You can do-it!" However 
a major antidote to fear for me arrives 
in the spiritual strength found in the 
Christmas Message, "Fear not!" God's 
-love in Jesus Christ deflates fear and 
elevates my faith and hope. God's love 
found in others on this campus invites 
me openly to confess my need for help 
and to seek the support or guidance 
of others. As deadlines loom, may we 
all face fear with the solid confidence 
generated by spiritual strength in 
human discipline. "Fear no( as the 
fall semester and 2006 end: receive 
strength, confidence and hope in God's 
eternal love. Merry Christmas and a 
tranquil, peace filled 2007. 
-President Bob Hoist 
Planning to quit smoking after college? The odds are against you. 
Research shows most students who say they'll quit smoking right after college...can't. 
For help, call (888) 354-PLAN 
Its about the 
education, 
not the num-
ber of points 
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Concordia Tree Foundation Is Here To He p 
Edwardo: Woah, what is that thing over Treeman: It is I, the all-powerful treeman. 
am Concordia's tree-hugger of justice and I am 
here to educate you about the goodness of my 
fellow trees. 
Dialogue by Carl Wendorff 
Graphics by Hannah Dorow 
Edwardo: What is it about trees that 
make them so important? 
Treeman: Trees remove excess carbon 
dioxide and produce oxygen which 
is essential for our lives. They also 
provide shade which cools the Earth's 
temperature. Trees are great sound 
barriers and they give beauty to a place. 
Edwardo: Wow, how can I get involved 
with promoting the goodness of trees? 
Treeman: There is a group on campus 
called the Concordia Tree Foundation. 
They are here to promote and protect 
the trees of Concordia. This year their 
mission is to plant a tree on campus on 
Arbor Day this coming spring. This 
is where you come in. We are raising 
money to buy a tree and if everyone gave 
a dollar, it would be like the entire school 
planted the tree for this community. 
Members of the Concordia Tree Foun-
dation will be in the tunnel early next 
semester. Please stop by to show your 
support and get involved with a project 
that will benefit everyone. 
there? It looks like a tree! 
It's Worth More Than Extra Credit 
Did you know that one of the main 
reasons why students attend a guest 
lecture, a.k.a. a sigma pi, or a convoca-
tion, etc... is because they are receiving 
extra credit in another class? 
Some times they have to write a one 
page review or sometimes they don't 
have to do anything except show up. 
This form of extra credit for atten-
dance is found in almost every depart-
ment at Concordia. 
This happens not only in your basic 
general ed. course, but also in 
third and fourth year core major 
classes. Tell the student about 
a club event or a guest speaker 
that is directly related to their 
major, degree, and future career 
and the first thing out of their 
mouth is if they receive extra 
Most professors will say yes because 
they want students to be exposed to 
what the guest speaker is offering be-
yond what is taught in the classroom 
and they don't want an empty lecture 
hall for prestigious guest speakers. 
In the end this is related to some-
thing found in many Concordia stuf 
dents that bugs me: The worship of the 
A, the class grade, even just a passing 
grade, with a disregard for the knowl-
edge that should be gained in the class 
or in attendance at the lecture which 
should be held in a loftier position 
than that grade. It makes me sick. 
Last year when I was at Hamline, 
the chemistry department had a guest 
speaker every week, not once a month 
like CSP, and every major and minor 
was there in attendance every week, 
not became they got extra credit, not  
because it was a class in and of itself, 
but because it was expected as majors 
and minors with future careers that 
they should attend became it would 
further extend and broaden their 
education and not a single one .com-
plained or asked for extra credit 
This systemic drive to short cut class 
grades_ with extra credit is,damaging 
to your future career. Students need 
to get it in their heads that out in 
the real world beyond Concordia, the 
degree they receive from CSP says you 
know a specific volume of precise ma-
terial that not everyone knows which 
makes you a valuable employee. 
It is not important that you passed 
a class, but that you pass because you 
understand the material taught Pass-
ing your classes and earning a degree 
says you have an acceptable grasp of 
the. material that is standard to this 
degree found at any university in- 
cluding Concordia; knowledge that 
is needed for your vocation. • 
• There is also two ways to look 
at passing a class with an accept- 
able grade' or an miderstanding of 
knowledge' that is expect out in the 
real world. Academically it is the 
grade which is linked to GPA and 
scholarships, but what helps you more 
after Concordia? 
The passing grade you received 
because you worked the system, or th 
knowledge that you undeistand and 
own that you will be expected to use in 
your career, which happens to bring 
passing grade along with it 
The main point of higher educa- 
tion is EDUCATION. You pay all 
this money to attend class and receive 
a degree which is proof of learning 1.000 
something. So take the time and 
actually learn what you're expected 
know by the rest of the world, not your 
just professor. 
In the end you shouldn't need extra, 
credit became you learned the mate 
rial not to get a grade, but because yo 	• 
need it for your career. That is why 
you came to college, right? 
To get education that supports a 
career. Students should attend guest 
lectures not because there is extra 
credit for it, but because the lecture 
supports your education that simpor 
a career and your vocation. 
If it didn't, what would be the point 
of have the guest speaker come to a 
imivenity in the first place? 
Freshman Corey Roldan, a Defensive Lineman, works out weeks after football season is over. 
photo by Kaitlin Hartnett 
Damien Dukek, a junior baseball player, gets ready for his upcoming season in the 
Ganglehoff. 
photo by Kaitlin Hartnett 
CONCORDIA  
Katie, far right, with fellow Concordia students at a football game at the Griff. 
photo courtesy of Whitney Smetana 
a chance to finish up strong in the 
classroom. Rather it seems to pick up 
speed with one meaningful game after 
another, one game going down to the 
wire after another. 
As Katie watches this semester wind 
down, she finds herself balancing 
twenty credits on top of her workouts, 
practices, and games.. "It gets to be 
really difficult at times, but you just 
have to try and get in a groove," says 
though, Katie has obviously been 
able to find that groove. LaViolette, 
who earned academic all-conference 
honors last season, not only holds bas-
ketball but also academics as a high 
priority in her busy life as she works 
towards a degree in Kinesiology and 
Sports Management 
BasketbalL..class...homework..bas- 
ketbalL Time with friends and family 
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Off-Seasons, Not So Off A tera 
College Athletics: A Year 
Round Commitment. 
by Lance Meyer 
The Concordia volleyball team 
sits in the middle of the court and 
stretches before beginning practice. 
You might get excited as you think of 
another volleyball season where the 
Golden Bears go for another Confer-
ence Championship, but nope, stop 
and think again. This is not August 
or September, but rather it is the 
middle of January and the team is 
getting ready to go through an off 
season practice. There are no games 
or championships to be won in the 
near future, bathe players still hold 
the same intensity that they would if 
there were. According to most athletic 
philosophies, working out in the off-
season is something that has grown to 
be a necessity for players who want to 
compete on the Division II level, bat it 
isn't always an easy commitment 
It doesn't matter if an athlete is 
working to hold a starting role, or just 
trying to earn a spot on the team, it 
has become commonplace and almost 
mandatory to work hard in the off-
season. 
"Whether or not a player put in the 
time in the off-season is huge once the 
season comes around," says head vol-
leyball coach Brady Starkey. 
Everyone who 
comes to play a 
sport at Concordia 
was one of the 
best on his or her 
high school team, 
and there's a good 
chance they didn't 
have to work hard 
to achieve that 
At Concordia, 
however, it is a 
different ballgame. 
"Kids think their 
good when they 
go to college, but 
they soon realize 
that they have to 
get a lot better and 
work a lot harder 
in order to suc-
ceed," said Starkey. 
There is a huge 
difference between 
high school where 
you play several 
sports and college where you usu-
ally concentrate on just one. College 
coaches recruit several players at each 
position hoping that one will be the 
starter they are looking for down the 
line. For most recruits, this means 
there is no guarantees they will ever 
get that starting job. 
"I sat out most of last season for  
medical reasons, and now with a 
handful of new freshmen, I have to 
work extra hard this off-season to 
have a chance at playing this spring," 
says sophomore outfielder Melissa 
BergdalL 
Paul McKenzie, a senior catcher 
said 'The guys who get after it in the 
off-season are usually the ones you see 
on the field when the season comes 
around." 
The volleyball team works hard in 
the off-season as do other sports, and 
the results of this hard work show 
when the season comes around. There 
are a lot of obvious reasons to hit the 
weight room and practice technique_ 
in the off-season, but it isn't always as 
easy as it sounds. 
"We have established a winning 
tradition which makes it easier to put 
in the time in between seasons, but 
that isn't the case for every program," 
Starkey said. A Division II season, 
can be long and wear on an athlete's 
body, and thus it is vital to take some 
but not to much time off. 
"It's kind of a guessing game," he 
said, "Because you want to give them 
a good break, but you want to get back 
at it as soon as possible as well." 
There are also other factors that 
make it hard to make such a large 
commitment in the off-season such 
as school, jobs, friends, and even the 
weather. 
"The Gangelhoff seems a long ways 
away when it's below zero outside," 
says BergdalL 
Because of these factors, teams in 
each of the different sports handle the 
off-season in different ways. Some 
teams hit the weight room and work 
out as a team, some set up programs 
for their players and require them to 
do them individually, and some leave 
it strictly up to the players to make the 
right decision. Whatever the plan of 
action may be, it is up to the players 
individually to have the desire to want 
to improve. So as you walk through 
the Gangelhoff Center throughout the 
year, take a look at the sports teams 
practicing during their off-seasons. 
There's a good chance you will be able 
to judge the future successes of Con-
cordia Athletics by what you see then 
and there. 
Being An Athlete It Takes Balance 
sure doesn't fit nicely in there. It 
hrr~. air 4 	, 	
Katie xkvik
about 	is extremely hard during these last dos,- 
her 	couple weeks of the semester to find 
busy 	time for other people besides those 
sched- 	classmates and teammates that so 
ule. 	much time is spent with, which is one 
Given 	reason why Katie has grown so close 
her fast to her teammates. "The thing I like 
start 	most about basketball," says Katie, "is 
in this 	spending time with my teammates on 
a still 	and off the court, they're like sisters 
very 	to me." 
young 	Balancing basketball, school, and 
Lady 	friends is not an easy task, but it is 
Bears not impossible as Katie has made very 
sea- 	evident She even makes it seem easy 
son 	at times like when asked about how 
she finds time, she just kind of shrugs 
her shoulders. "The flexibility of the 
professors is a huge help," says Katie, 
"but you just have to continue to work 
hard." This often unnoticed balancing 
act is difficult, and thus it should be 
commended. So as you finish that last 
final and head home to put the finish-
ing touches on the family Christmas 
tree, think about Katie and the Lady 
Bears who will still be at school work-
ing hard and battling for victories. 
As finals week springs upon us, 
/ the halls and the classrooms chime 
/ 4omplaints and worries about 
having way too much to do with too 
little,time to do it There 're projects 
papers to write, and exams to 
dy for. However, although these 
likely situations experienced 
during this busy time of year, 
and think for a moment about 
ow lucky you are if you are 
a student here a Concordia 
mber also means that the 
etball season is just getting started 
as the first semester comes to a close, 
nd junior guard Katie LaViolette 
Aas, 	stepped up and led the Lady Bears 
*ir bumpy but very promising 
k4 Through the first five games, 
has led the team in scoring and 
by putting up 12 points and 6 
a game. However, let us not 
t its finals week, and the season 
doesn't take a break to give the players 
junior gaurd dribbles 20 
credits and basketball. 
......... 	• • 	1 	1 	 1 	1 	I 	1 	• 	• 	• 	• 11. 	• 

Jess Tewes gets ready for the rebound at practice in the GC. 
photo by Kaitlin Hartnett 
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Building 
On 
Tradition 
Women's basketball sets a 
goal to live up to high stan-
dards. 
by Stephen Batcher 
Tradition. It's a word that many 
colleges live and die by. Webster 
describes tradition as an inherited, 
established, or customary pattern of 
thought, action, or behavior. What 
does this have to do with the woman's 
basketball team, well since Paul Fes-
sler has taken over the Bears have had 
five consecutive 20-win seasons, four 
consecutive trips to the NCAA tour-
ney, two NSIC championships, and 
one Sweet Sixteen appearance. If that 
isn't a tradition to build on Webster's 
Dictionary may have to redefine the 
word. 
The Bears have a young team a lot 
like many of the teams this year at 
CU. The one thing that they have, 
though, is more experience than those 
other teams. They have no seniors on 
the team, but have many returnees 
who saw a lot of playing time last 
year. 
The loss of Nakia Carlise and Ash-
ley Smith will have some immediate 
effect on the team especially since they 
were the leading scores last year. The 
team will need to find someone who • 
can replace Nakia as someone who can 
get to the basket and to the line. 
Men's basketball shifts focus 
to teamwork. 
by Stephen Batcher 
Pass, Shoot, Score- Pass, Shoot, 
Score. It's the line from the movie 
Miracle. It embodied the way they 
needed to play to beat the Russians. 
They focused on team work. Let 
me give a line of my own. Dribble, 
Fake Pass, and Shoot. This line may 
also seem familiar for anyone who 
saw the Bears play basketball last 
season. This season however is going 
to be different When speaking with 
Coach Kelly Boe, he insured that 
"last years team focused a little too 
much on individuals, but this years 
team is going to rely more on a team 
effort" Sophomore Guard Paul 
Reineck said almost the exact same 
words to me. 
This shows that there is a huge 
focus on the team effort The team 
loses 2 big players in Ty Thomas  
and Kenneth Pointer, however 
exiting with them the team was the 
team's individual focus. Losing oth-
er seniors like Aaron Ackerson and 
RJ Allen will be tough to replace. 
Allen brought a lot of heart and 
hustle to the back court Ackerson 
was big on the boards and the Bears 
will need to replace him. 
The boards were a big problem for 
the Bears last season. In games they 
won they usually out rebounded the 
opponen-4 however on the reverse side 
when being out rebounded we barely 
had a chance. The Bears brought in 
three players 6'5 or bigger, including  
Freshman Jessica Ray is said 
to have the skill and talent to get 
to the basket, but she will need to 
make the jump from high school to 
Division II, along with improving 
her outside game. Whitney Smetana 
and Amanda Behnke will have to 
replace the role that Smith had. 
Behnke has shown the abilities to 
be important in the post. Smetana 
also has also shown her abilities at 
center but needs to get stronger on 
offensive glass, her defensive skills  
are outstanding and she is a major 
shot blocker. 
Katie LaViolette is the Bears 
player to watch according to the 
NSIC preseason report. She has 
great vision on the court and rarely 
turns the ball over. Fellow juniors 
Kelly Lund and Lindsey Palmer 
should also make a huge dent in the 
starting line-up and team make-up. 
Lund is a transfer from the Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa, a Division 
I school. She also can get to the 
basket and the foul line. She is not 
as good of a three-point threat as 
Palmer, but can hit the occasional 
outside shot Palmer, along with 
teammate Megan Kirchenwitz can 
rain from beyond the three point 
line. 
The sophomore class is also full of 
potential big players. Candace Olstad 
had a great impact last year as the 
team's "diaper dandy." She is a good 
post player and needs to show that her 
off-season has made her a better force 
on the glass. Jessica Tewes also needs 
to improve on the glass but is good 
with dribble penetration. Sophomore 
transfer Abby Nielsen will need to 
get back in the swing of things after 
missing last year, she can be a good 
wing woman but will need to improve 
down low. 
Aiwa. 
a 6'7 Forward/Center Chuol Cha,ny, 
from Iowa and 6'10 C Grant Adams 
from Burnsville. Cliany, who has been 
featured in reports about Sudanese 
players and was named one of the top 
Sudanese players in JUCO and should 
have a big impact if he gets stronger, 
he is very athletic and can be a big 
Other members of the freshmen class 
along with Ray are Kali Olstad (Can-
dace's sister), Jamie Jones, and Ashley 
Gramenz. Kali is Minnesota's all time 
3 point scorer but will need make the 
jump to the college level. Jones also 
has a great 3-point shot to along with 
her defensive pressure. Gramenz will 
look to get back to physical form after 
a long layoff. 
Overall the Bears returning some 
key players and will contend for the 
conference Championship. Sophomore 
player. Adams is the tallest 
Bear this year but unlike 
Chany isn't as proven on 
the college level. His size 
is an advantage, but is yet 
to be seen how much play-
ing time he will see. 
Returning for the Bears 
are seniors Cortez Forte- 
Guard, Marlon Walker-
Forward, James Sarbacker-Guard, 
Joey Peel-Guard, Seborn Yancy-
Guard, Drew Shepp-Center, Kyle 
Marxhausen-Guard. All players be-
sides Backer and Yancy had huge im-
pact on the team. Cortez and Peel will 
have to control the backcourt along 
Colby Reinldng checked out the exhi-
bition match against Iowa and said he 
was impressed with the team. 
I have seen some of the practices and 
believe the Bears will compete for the 
conference championship. I think that 
if the team can play well together and 
find consistent people to get to the bas-
ket and hit free throws, the team will 
win the conference championship. I 
don't see the streak of 5 consecutive 
20 ganie win seasons coming to a stop, 
along with another trip to the NCAA 
with Marxhausen to 
set up the offense. 
Shepp will need to 
stay healthy and along 
with Walker will need 
to be huge on the glass. 
Other big returnees are 
junior Jason Birr who 
sparked the team last 
year and played great 
defense. 
The team will need 
to focus on playing as 
a team, moving the 
ball around the wings 
being a smaller team 
and play better on the 
boards. The defense 
was there last year and 
won't miss a beat with 
the new coach. I see 
a much improved offense 
and team aspect under Boe. 
If the team can be big on 
the Boards I see another 
winning season for mu Bears and 
hopefully a finish in the top three of 
conference. Winona will be hard to 
beat with returning 4 starters from 
last years National Championship. 
Northern State is always good and big. 
South West is improving but I think 
the Bears will compete with them and 
Northern for 2nd place. With a good 
enough record I could see the Bears 
making the NCAA tourney. 
Men's Basketball: New Coach,  New Philosophy 
Players participate in a Monday night 
practice in the Ganglehoff. 
photos taken by Kaitlin Hartnett 
